A spontaneous and fatal jejunal intussusception in a European brown hare associated with Eimeria leporis.
A recently dead adult female European brown hare (Lepus europaeus Pallas) was found in the wild with no evidence of trauma or external injury. Necropsy revealed symptoms consistent with endotoxic shock and a haemorrhagic jejuno-jejunal intussusception with a necrotic intussusceptum. Small, unattached nodules were present extensively in the jejunal lumen and within the intussuscipiens. These nodules proved to be masses of unsporulated Eimeria leporis oocysts. Review of the literature reveals E. leporis to be a common parasite of wild hares, with protracted pathogenic potential under some circumstances. This is the first report of intussusception in this species and the most severe lesion seen associated with E. leporis. This case suggests that E. leporis may be more harmful to the wild European brown hare population than previously supposed.